
 

 
Memo 
 
4th November 2009 
 
RTE Website Article re Ireland’s growing Water Infrastructure problems 
 
 
Please see below an article which appeared on the RTE website today highlighting the growing problems with 
Ireland’s ageing water infrastructure and the mass loss of water through leakages along the distribution channels. 
 
The KBC WATER FUND does not have a direct exposure to Irish utilities or water companies but this highlights 
again the similar problems being experienced by many states across the globe. 
 
 

* * * * * 
 

Action Urged on Missing Water 

A majority of local authorities cannot account for more than 40% of the water supply for which they are 
responsible. Five city and county councils cannot account for more than 50%. 

Minister for the Environment John Gormley has said the findings are unacceptable and urgent action is needed. 

This data is contained in what is called the Annual Indicators Report, a document compiled by the Local 
Authorities for the Environment Minister. 

For the first time, the report examines what is termed 'unaccounted for water' - the majority, but not all of which, is 
down to leaks. 

Of 34 city and county councils, 22 could not account for more than 40% of their water supply.  

The five which could not account for more than 50% were Cork City, Kilkenny County, Offaly County, 
Roscommon County and South Tipperary County. 

In contrast, the four Dublin local authorities performed well, while the lowest unaccounted rate of 16% came from 
Limerick County Council.  

Minister Gormley has described the rate of water loss as simply unacceptable and warned that local authorities 
must take urgent action to tackle the problem or risk losing out on funding.  

With water charges for households being considered by Government, the fact that so much water cannot be 
accounted for will make the issue even more controversial. 

Source - http://www.irishtimes.com/newspaper/breaking/2009/1104/breaking63.htm 

 
 
 
 
Disclaimer 
 
KBC Asset Management Ltd. is regulated by the Financial Regulator. Past performance is not a reliable guide to future performance and the 
value of investments may fall as well as rise. The prospectus for the funds is available on request. The views expressed in this document are 
expressions of opinion only and should not be construed as investment advice. These products may be affected by changes in currency 
exchange rates. Certain investments may carry a higher degree of risk than others and are therefore unsuitable for some investors. 
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